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To THE 
TRULY VIRTUOUS 


TFAHAT. 4 Diſcourſe of this 1a-' 
« #are ſhould be addreſt to Your 
a>" Ladyſhip, if it ſeems extruordi- 
i ' : nary, it ought to argue a Fudg-' 
" ment more than conimonin Her who «. 
chiefly entitled to the peruſal of it, The 
Generulity of your Sex, through the un-" 
lucky diſadvantage of their Education, 
uſe to'relliſh nothing of a harder dige- 
ſtion, than are the Delicacies of a\Kko- 
mance, or at beſt, 4 piece of Hiſtory: 
| Nay, many of the 'more knowing Sex 
who wear the repute of Learned, do 
hardly, even in this 1improoving Age, 
' ſo advance above the Sophiiter and the - | 
' Pedant, acto fancy any thing excteds4 + 
 A.3 pretty : 
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The Fpiſtle 
pretty Probability rrick't up with flowery. 
ef:Rherorick ave ap; Lavenont; £502 
many of the greateſt Wits (if thoſe may* 
be jul called ſo-who profeſs they know 
nothing) have ſo unmann' {themſelves 
by Scepticiſny, that the ſolideft Prin-' 
ciples inmatters of this kind ſeem fo 
them meer Air,” and thetelokeſt-Con- 
ſequences only worth anſwering by 
lobſe Droltety''* -2$. if ihe Aurhorupf\ 
Nature (I fear I-dotheſe Mew't00 mth 
right in thinking "they hold-any ſeh4. 
had intended indeed 'to permit «is the 
exerciſe of our Marzhoodn Linas ang+- 
{umbers," but" in" thives of. infinitely 
hioh:y Concern bad ordered ws te be 
Brurtes * that is, 4a13f Chriſt had eredt- 
ed 4 Churchto educate and diſpoſe Mans 
End tewar As Eternal Happineſs 3. and, 
when he had done , wauld notifo much 
a+ les Her jelf know thewayto'it, Now, 
IH :44;%, that Tour ſelf ſhould be held 
competent to penetrate and comprebend 
upon” which pretend to a ſeverity 
of. Reaſon, reſcuing thus your awn Sex, 
035.1 'h rom 
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; De dice cOry. , 
from the imputation of inability for 
ſ#ch performances, and condemning the 
greateſt part of ours, i indeed « won- 
der if 'we conſider the Generality of the - 
world; but none at all if we conſider - - 
Tour ſelf. Bluſh not, Madam, Ton are.” 
not finrular in this : Many other excel- 
lent Heromz begin to- get above their 
dull circumFtances and the vogue of the + 
World, and ownthe glorious reproach 
rg vey, their beſt faculty, Rea* 
on, about the mot noble and moſt pro” 
fitable SubjeiFs. The high value you - 
bave for; the ſacred inviolableneſs of * 
Catholick Faith , Your earneF. deſire. - 
to render Faith lively and efficacious in 
yoar ſelf, by making out more and more - 
to your thoughts how abſolutely certain 
the Grounds of it arey the Confidence - 
You have im Gods Goodneſs not to deny 
a clear, eaſie, and ſhort way to make - 
manifeſt this Certainty to our. ſelves, 
and others; Theſe good diſpoſitions of 
Tour Will, give Your excellent Under - 
ſtanding ſuch an attentiveneſs to the - 
A 3, Proofs , 


The Epiſtle - 


Proofs Faith. ftands under, that 1 had 
fail*d your expectation , and writ in 4 
way much below Tou, had. I taken any... 
other than 1 have here done that wy. 


to begin with the bottom-Principles, 
and derive thence by a: continued line 


of conſequences my main Canclulion,. 
Had I produc'd. Scripture-pravfs z or 


thers. or Councils to evince the Point 11. 


hand, Tour piercing wit mould have 
made this (mart : demand in behalf of 
my Readers, that ſince none of thoſe ts: 
Firſt Principle, and ſo evident toall 
I ought for 


that heat them allede'd , 
th:ir (atis{attion make out by evident 


Reaſon, that my Interpretation of Scrt- 

Pture conld not fail to hit upon the right. . 
ſence , or. thoſe CAnthorities. poſſubly. . 
miflake or miſlead, Sinceno Authori- . 


ry deſerves. any. Afent. farther. than. 
Reaſon gives it.to deſerve : . $8 that 


fall I was forC ds. if 1 would appear be-. 


fore You, to take this very Method I 
have here purſueds that i, to juppeſe 
"not 
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: Dedicatory. | 
nething, but prove, all things that can: 
KN one in this - arr. wR 
45s for the. follewing Diſcourſe, I. 
only [ay., that I could heartily wiſh 
, Learned Writers of what Fudgement © 
ſerver, wonld think fit to take the. 
fame ſhort concluding Method, and go 
about to ſettle ſome other Ground or 
Rule of Faith z and thence,” by ſhewing 
who adhere to, who reject that Rule , 
conclude evidentlywho are truly Faiths 
ful, who not. The wery attempting 
this, would perhaps more readily diſco- 
ver on whoſe fide Truth ſtands, than- 
1489 Books writ controverſially by way- 
of. mutual oppoſitiong where an obſti- 
nate A may at. pleaſure Hill 
miſtake wilfully every paſſage to make 
his impugnation the eaſjer. The main- 
tarners of all Errors are, as Experience 
teaches very free-of oppoſition,but only. 
they who have certain Trath on thiir 
ſide [think fit to ferttle.. 
It 'will be wonder'd at, Madam, that 
! make_no farther diſcovery of Tour 
Perſon 
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The Epiſtle, ec. 
Perſon and Budty; but Tow have” 
will'd the contrary.” The Obedience to 
whith Command, oblizes "oe by \conſe- | 
gence to conceal my own Nanie's and. 


only to put inittad of Its the Title of 
my being”, «Fae | 
Madam, KF 
OE. Be, 
Your Ladiſhips moſt - | | 


Devatcd Honourer. } » 


N..N.- 


ou 
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REE GI ON- 
Cnte.alli Super flruSures. | 
-\ Y;muft needs be/\ weak, 
\. 1Teratwhbole: uxdatitis hot, 
furcly.laids:.Heg whedelires cg, 
beſatisfy'd ift Religions, Sught; 
to begin -with, ſearching, out,, 
and eſtabJihing the Grouzs on. 
which Religion 4s bxtlt ;.. that; 
15,the F irft Principle into which. 
the ſeveral Points of Faith ave! 
reſols'd., and on, which their 


Certaimy, as.to ys, depends... 
2. To 


£ 


(x) 
2. Todo this, 'tis to be 
fider'd, that a Chureb i is a 
dober 20 thfWl, and 
Faithful are thofe who have 
tur” Faith; 'Wherefore', till 
It be known which 1s the > 


Fitb; itfcand vol of oft 
ht 1s Ft true Apain, 


A Conneil is' a Repreſeatative, 
A Father, an Emitent'Mſmper 
Fm Chiech, 'witda witneſs of -/_ 
DiBihine's Whetefore; till | 
tbe known which is the? 2rne! 
Church, it cannot be known 
wich isa Conncil, or who a 
Father. Laſtly; Since We -can- 
riot ktiow' which is Soriprure, 
but by the teſtimony of choſe 
who recommend: it'; And of 
—_—_— kt we cartiavenofecu- 


rity 


CO —— 
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rity: that: they- haye-not cof- 
 Fupted it in- favour of i-their 
falſe Tenets 3 Neither can we 


be ſecure which is Seripture, 
till e be ſatisfy'd who'are- the 
rely Faithful ; ' on whoſe Te- 
Kimony'we may fafely relic” be 
this affair. 

« "Wherefore, he who G 1n- 


exrely aims: at SatisfabThon' Fo: 
Religion ought firſt of allto 
Py out andeſtabliſh ſome-aſ- 


ſured Means or Rule by: which 


he may. be- ſecured , *whichiis 


true Faith ; For, -ef[-this be 


done; - He eatnot. be ſecute ei- 
- ther of $ criptuye,C hureh, Corn- 


cil. or F athers” buthaving: ONCce 


done this; 1+1ha ready way tO 


Judge certainly ofall;-Where- 


a9 


.& 
& 


4 
afif he begin with-any: oh {the 
other, orindeed argue f from 
them at a!l, t1}]-che Rule of 
Faith be firſt ſetcled, - he takes 
a wrong Method, and breaks 
the Laws.of Diſcourſe,” by be- 
iaving with: what-is.leſs cer- 

tain, and indeed to him asyet 
- uncertain and in effec, puts 
.the Coxcluſron befare.the Pre- 
miſes ; Mdhels hgargue, Ad Ho 
minem;. oriagainlt the perfonal 
Tenets of hisAdverſary,which 
15aiggod way to Cepfiits but 
- HOT —_— : din 
And, becauſe the Rule 
of Goth aiuſt be known before 
- Faith can be known,and Faith 
_ begoreSeripture,Ehuntb, Conu- 
cils wad. 'Rathers 3, -AtapPcais, 
that 
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(5) | 
that to th? finding out this 
Kule no aNiſtance of Books will 
be requiſite, for every one 
who necds faith, iz not capable 
 toRead and undeiſtand Books: 
There is left then only Reaſon 
to uſe in this Inquiry; And, 
ſince People of all Capacities 
are to be ſaved , much ſharp- 
neſs and-depth of wit will not 
be requill te, but plain Natural 
Reaſon rightly direted will 
lulce.- -- 

5.. This being ſo, the Me- 
thod of ſeeking ſatisfaStion in 
Religion , 1s become ſtrangely 
both more ſhort and eaſe. For, 

here will need no tedious turn- 
10g-over Libraries, nor learn- 
ing Languages, nor endleſs 


B | comparing 


F,, 


(6) | 
comparing voluminous Ouota- 
tions, nor ſo much as the skill 
to read Englifh., all being re- 
ducd to the conſidering one 
ſingle Point (But ſuch an one 
as bears all along withit) And 
this too comprehenſible, (as 
w1ll appear) to.a mean under- 
ſtanding. Again, the large deba- 
ting particular Points 1na cons 
troverſial. way is by this means 
avoided. For, when the K7ght 
Rule of.faith 1s certainly known, 
then as certainly as there is any 
faith 1 1 the world , all that is 
received on that Rule is certain, 
and of faith. Not but that 'tis 
of excellent uſe too, to cheriſh 
and ſtrengthen the faith, - 
cially y of I  oleng Believers , by 

ſhewing 


7) 

ſhewing each. particular Point 
agreeable to. right Reaſon and 
Chriftian Principles, and re- 
carded expreſsly in, or dedus 
ced by conſequence from the 
- Divinely-inſpired Books. 

*4. '6. Laſtly. . This Method is 


_ .. | particularly ſuitable to the Na- 


* * ruxe of ſincere Tuquirers ; who 
if they;want the /berty of their 


| F2 own Native Indifferency, and 


' be aw'd by: any Authority whats 
ever. beforethat” 

made out, cannot but remain 
unſatisfycd,. and inwardly fecl 
they: proceed not according to 
Nature and'the conduc of #n+ 
byaft Reaſon:; Whereas, when * 
the Authority 15 once- made 
evident, Reaſon will cleerly in- 
eb B. 2. form - 
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form them that 1t becomes 
their Nature to aſlent to it. 
But how will it appear 
that 'tis: ſo eaſily dererminab/e 
by common reaſon, which is the 
right Rule of Faith? Very evi- 
dently. But firſt we mult ob- 
terve, the Aſent called Faith, 
depends upon two Propolitt- 
[ What God hath ſaid is true] 
and [ God hath ſaid this out of 
which two neceſlarily follows 
the Conclnſ10, that this or that 
in particular is true. Of theſe 
two we are concerned onely 
1:1 the latter : - For to e$amin 
}} by God 3s to be believed when 
he bas ſaid any thing which 
they call the formal Motive of 


faith, 1s not a Tack for thole 
vyho 


— 


(9) 


who own Chriſtianity. But all 
we. have to do-1s to find out. 


i} bat God hath ſaid, or (which 


in our caſe is all one) What - 


Chriſt has taught ; and that, 


vyhatever it be vyhich -ac- 


quaints us vvith this, . we call 


THE RULE OF FAITH; as that 


vvhich Regulates our. belief 
concerning . Chriſts Do&rine, 
or the Principles of Religion. 
Now lTathrm it may.by obw10#8 


F 


Reaſon be dilcover'd vvhich 


this Rule is; and that by looks 


ing/into the Natare.of it, of - 
canfidering what kind of ching 3 
1t ought to be; vvhich 15 no . 


 morethanattentively to refle& 


wvhat:1s:meant by- thoſe two - 
ordinary vvords;; RULE: and. 
FAITH.: B3,; $S:And., 


; 


(10) 

8. And both of them ac- 
quaint us that the Rule of faith 
muſt be the means to. aſſure 1s 
infallibly wwhat Chriſt taught: 
For, in caſe a Rule, though we 
apply it to our povver , and 

werve not from it , leave-us 
fill decezwable in thole points 
in vvhich it ſhould regulate 
ns; vve need another Rule to 
{ſecure us that vve be not aftu- 
ally deceiv d, and fo this other 
and not the former 1s ouf Rule. 
Next, Faith (ſpeaking cf Chri- 
ftian Faith) difters fromiOpr- 
nion 11 this, that opinion may 
be falſe, but faith cannot: 


Wherefore the Rule of faith, * 


both. as 't1s. a rule, and! as. it 
grounds faith,doubly involves 
Infallibility, 9. Let 
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9. Let us apply this to. 
Scripmre and Tradition, ( for 
ſetting aſide the Light of the 
private Spirit mals: Pha- 
zaticiſm , there are no more 
which. claim to- be -Rules. of 
faith )and. ſee to- which of 
them this Notion rs; that 154 
which- hath truly. the Nature of 
the Rule of faith. - Andi this 1s 
perform'd by examining which . 
of-them 7s of zts own Nature, if 
apply'd and: held to, able to aſ- 
ſure. us infallibly , that C briſt 
tanght thus and thus. 

10. And for the Letter of 
Scripture, not:to infiſt that if 


” it be deny'd, as many, it not all 


the:parts.of the New Teſt anrenit 
_ been by :{ome or other, 


OT : 
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or mention that thoſe who res - 


ceive the Books, do oicen and 


always may. doubt of almoſt 


any particular Text alledged, 
whether ſome fault. through 
Malice,” Negligence or weakneſs 
be not crept into 1t 3 :1n which 
Caſes the Letter cannot. evis 


dence itſelf, bit needs another . 
Rule to eſtabliſh-1t... Tay, not 
to inſiſt; upon, thele :things, . 


which yetare undeniable, We 


ſee by. experience Miultitndes 
ot:Secis differing: from one, an- - 


other, and Jame-1 tn moſt. find. - 
"mental: Points ;- as the LTrizity, 


and Godbeed of Chr ift, yet all 


agreeing inthe antwardioeth oi. 


And.it.is not.onely uncharita- 


bis but even impoſlible :to 


11- a 
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f — that zone among ſo 


Multitudes do intend to 
Follow the Letter to their power, 
while they all profeſs to reve- 


rence it as much as any, read it 


frequently, ſtudy it dil:gently, 
quote it cortantly, and zea- 


louſly defend the ſenſe which 
they concelve of it, ſofar that 


"many are even ready to die for 
it 3 Wherefore it cannot be 
ſuſpeRed but they follow it to 
their power 3 and yet *tis ſo far 


from” infallibly teaching them 


the Dodrine of Chriſt,” that, 


allthis notwithſtanding, they 


contradict one "another, ''and 
"that in 10ſt fundamental points. 
"The bare Letter then 7s not the 


Rule of Faith, as not being of 
Us 


014) 


its own Nature. able to-aſſure 


28 infallibly, though we follow 


zt to our power, what Chriſt has 


taught, - ' I would.not' be mis- 
taken to have Jef? Veneration 
than I ought for the Divine 
Books , whoſe. Excellence and 
Uſefulneſ as.it is beyond man 
to'expreſs, ſoperadventure a- 
monegſt men there are not ma- 
my - who ..canceit} this, deeper 
than-my felf ; and; 1, am fure 
not "one- ampngſi thoſe who 
take the —_— to. charge 
us. with fuch. :irreverent 
thoughts - Buc we. are now 
Ho another Queſtion. They 
are the Word of God, and&their 


true Senſe 1 1s Faith; We atz 


ROQUIFINg: out the.' Rule, of 
| Faith 


- 
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Faith; whoſe office 'tis not to 
ſatisfie us that we ought to be- 
it  lieve what God has ſaid, which 


none doubts of, but What zt is 
which God has ſaid. AndI af- 
firm, That the Letter alone 3s not 
a ſufficient means to aſſure 1s in- 


fallibly of this ; and the expe- 


rience of ſo many erring Thou- 
ſands, is a lamentable, but con- 
vincing proof of it. 

11. On the other ſide, there 
needs but common ſenſe to 
diſcern, That TRADITION 
3s able, if follow'd to ones pow- 
er, to bring infallibly down to 
after Apes, what Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles taught at firſt. For, 
lince it means no more but 
delivery of Paith by dayly 

Teaching 


mediate Forefathers to their 
reſpeGive Children ; and it 1s 
not poſſible that men ſhould 
be zgnorant of that to which 
they were educated , of that 
which they dayly ſaw, and 
heard, and did ; let this Rule 
be follow'd ts ones power, that 
1s, let Children reſolve ſtill to 
believe and practiſe themſelves 
what they were taught by, and 
praciiſd with their Fathers, 
and this from Age to Age; and 


it is impoſitble but all ſucceed- | 
ing Children which fo//ow this * 


Rule, muſt needs from the A- 
poſtles time to the end of the 


World, be of the ſame Faith. 


which was taught at firſt ; For, 
while 


Y 


Teaching and Practiſe of im+ 


(17) 
while they do thus, there is 
0 change; and, if fs be no 


. change, tis the Tons Tradition 


then, thus underſtood, has. in 
it the Nature of the Rule of 
Faith, as being able, if held to, 
to bring down infallibly what 
Chrift and his Apoſtles taught. 
12 We have found the 
Rule of Faith, there remains 


. to find which body of men in 


the World hawe ever, and ſtill 
do follow this Rule. For, thoſe, 
and onely theſe, can be infalli- 
bly aflur:zd of what Chriſt 
taught, that 1s, can onely have 
true Faith : Wheereal all the 


_ reſt, ſince they have but fallible 


grounds, or a Rule for their 
Faith, which ay deceive them, 
' $ can 


(18) 

cannot have right Faith, but 
Opinion onely ; which may be 
falſe, whereas Faith cannot. 

13. And firſt, *Tis a ſtrong 
preſumption that thoſe many 
particular Churches in com- 
munion with the Roman, 
which for that reaſon are call- 
ed Rontan-Catholicks, do hold 
their DoGrine by this Infalli- 


ble Tenure; fince they alone - 


own Tradition to be an Infal- 
lible Rule, whereas the Deler- 
ters, of that Church write 
whole Books to diſgrace and 
viiihe it + And, fince no man 
in his wits will go about to 
weaken a Tenure by which he 
holds his Eftate, *tisa manifeſt 
ſ;gn that thc Deſericrs of that 

Church 
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Church hold ot their Faith by 
the Tenure of Tradition, but 
rather acknowleds by their 
carriage that Tradition ſtands 
againſt them 3 and that 'is 
their Intereſt to renounce it, 
leſt 1t ſhould overthrow their 


Cauſe; Wherefore, fince Tras 


dition [ $. 11. | is the only means 
to derive Chriſts DoStrine in- 


-  fallibly dowato after ages ,they, 


by renouncing it, renounce 
the onely means of conveying 


the DoGrine of Faith certain- 


ly ro us, and are convinc'd to. 
nave 20 faith, but onely opzni- 
04. And not onely ſo, but even * 
to oppoſe and go point-blank: 
againſt it, ſince they oppoſe 
the my + Jo Method by which * 

C-2- 1t- 


(20) 
x can with certainty come 
down to us. 

14. Beſides, fince Tradition 
(which I a!ways underſtand as 
formerly explicated to be the 
Teaching the Faith of immedi- 

ate Forefathers by words and 
praiſe) hath been proved the 
onely infallible Ruke of Faith ; 

thoſe who in the days of K. 
Henry VIII. and fince have de- -: . 
ſertedit, ought to have had #7- 
fallible certainty that we rece- 
ded from it formerly ; for, if 
we did ot, but ſtill cleav'd to 
Ir, it could not chuſe but pre- 
ſerve the trae Faith to us; and 
if they be not ſure we did not, 
they know not but we have 
the true faith ; ard manifeſtly 
CON 
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(21) - 
condemn themfelves1n deſerts 
ing a Faith, which for ought 


.. they know was the tre one 


but Infallible Certainty that we - 


had deſerted this Rule, they cari 
have none, fince they neither 
hold the Fathers Infallible,nor 


their own Interpretation of Scri= 


pture, and therefore unayoida-. 
bly ſhipwrack theniſelvs uport | 
.. thatdeſperatRock; vyhich is-- 


aggravated by this Con(i deras - 
tion, that they buile not theie- 
Reformation upon a zealous: - 


cars :.of : righting - Tradition, -. 
which we had formerly viola: - 


ted,:nor-{o much as Teſtimont- - 


; bl Evidence (as (hall be ſhown 
preſently) that we had deſert- 


(dl It; bur all 'rheir pretenſe - 
G3 $ WAS. + 
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was that we had deſerted Serr> 
ptarez and, becauſe they af- 
fign no other certain means to 
know the ſenſe of the Holy 
Books but the Words, and 
thoſe ate ſhown:to be nogertain 
means, | $ 10.] 'tis plain the 
Reformers regarded not at all 
the right: Rule of Faith , but 
built thetr Reformation upon 
a weak Foundation, and- in- 
ccmpctent. to ſuſtain: ſuch a 
building -: -Whence, ' netther 
had the -firft Reformers, nor 
have therr Followers, Faith at 

all, but onely- Openion. ' 
15. On the contrary ; ſince 
*tis known and agreed to.by all 
the World, at what time all 
Deſerters of- our Church", 'of 
what 
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what name foever, broke from. . 
15 ; as allo who were the Au- 
thors and Abetters , and. .who 
the Impugners of ſuch New 
Dodrines; beſides, in what 
places "they firſt begun , and 
were. thence propagated: to 0+ 
thers ; but no ſuch: thing is 
known.of #5. even by -our Ads 
.werſaries, whom:it. concerns ts 
be moſt-diligent Searchers. af- 
terit, {ſeeing they are in'a hun» 


dred. minds: abous.\ the! Fame 


»hep, and:theParſons mbo in- 
troduc'd-theſe preterded-New 
Dofirines of ours, which they 
lay. yary | from. Scripture , as 
miy : be..ſcen by | ther” own 
words inſeveral Books) and-3- 
a—_ others, one'call'd, Fhe 
Pre- 


(24) 
Progeny of F roteftants, and this 
for.every point In which they 
pretend we have znnowated,'tis - 
plain that when we charge them 

with geferting the known Do- 

#rine of the former Charch, 
and the Rule of Faith, we 
ſpeak open and acknowleds'd 
ewidence ; when they accuſe ns 
of the ſame, their charges ob- 


ſoure and unknown even to the + 


very Aceuſers ; ' nay , plainly - 
prov'd-faiſe by the werefſity of 
the-chings being; aorbrioxe; tit | 
happen'd;;nad che conffant dire. 
agreement of thoſe who allege 
Ir, when orhow' it happen'd;- ; 
"x66 I'ſayNwodiow ; fm, _ 
fince: Points: ofi<Fairh *wtdeh + 
ground alt Chriſtiane praviife, 


are - 


(25) 


ace the moſt concerning Truths 


in the World, it cannot be but 


* | - thedenyal of ſuch Truths muſt 


needs raiſe great commotions 
before the oppoſite Tenets 
could be univerſally ſpread 3 
and the change -of Chriſtian 
PraGiſe and Manners which 
depend on thoſe Truths, muſt 
be wonderfully manifeſt and 


7. known toevery body; where- 


fore, had'we been guilty of 
ſuch a change, and introduc'd 
New Tenets, and propagated 
them over the Chriftian world, 

as is pretended, it muſt needs 


be manifeſtly and univerſally 


- known that we did ſo ; net- 


ther 1s it poſſible the change 
ſhould be ſo inſenſible and zn- 
wiſuble, 


——_— 
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viſible, that our very Adverſa- 
ries cannot find it out; eſpe- 


cially this alone making their - 


Viftory over us ſo certain and 
perfect. For ſeeing we own 
TRADITION. as an 1#n- 
fallible Rale, We are irreco- 
verably overthrown ,. if they 
make out that we: ever deſert- 
ed It : and, ſurely, nothing 
ſhould be more cafie than to 
make out That, than which, if 
True, nothing can poflibly be 
more Natorious. | 

17. Motcover, ſince jt can 
not be; that Mult##des of men 


— 
” , 


ſhould profeſs to bold points 


both infinitely concerning and 
ſtrangely difficul to believe , 
and yet ' own' 0 ground upgn 


which - 


- 
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which they bold them : if we 
ever, as 'tis ſaid we have, de- 
ſerred Tradition, vve muſt, cull 
the time we cook it up again, 
have proceeded upon ſome 0- 
ther Cround or Rule of Faith: 
And, becauſe none ever char- 
ped us with proceeding upon 
the Letter of Scripture or Pha- 
naticiſm , and, beſides theſe 
there 15 20 his: but Tradition, 
tis plain we zever deſerted, but 
always ſtuck to Tradition. 

18. Beſides, 'tis impoſlible 
that that Body of Men which 
claim for thcir Rule of Faith, 
an uninterrupted Tradition from 
the Apoſtles days, ſhould not 
have held co that Rule of faith 
from the beginning : For, 0- 

| ther- 
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therwiſe they muſt have taker 
it up at {ome time or other, 
and by doing ſo, profeſs to the - 
World, that Nothing is to be 
held of Faith, but what deſcen- 
ded by an uninterrupted deli- 
very from the beginning 3 and 
yet at the ſame time acknow- 
ledg that all they then held 
was ot. ſo deſcended, but re- 
ceived by another Rule, This 
of Tradition or uninterrupted 
Delivery being then newly ta- 
ken up ; which is {o pa'pable 
a Contradiciion, that, a; Hu- 
mane Nature could not fall 
into it : ſo, if it could, the very 
pretenſe would have over- 
thrown it ſelf, and needed no 
other confutation. 


19. Add | 


C29) 

£9, Add tothis, that none 
of thoſe many Secs who from 
time to time have deſerted our 
Church's Paith and Diſciplin, 
and ſo becom her Adverſaries, 
ever yet pretended to align 
the time when we took up. this 
Rule of Tradition; and yet a 
change 1n that on which we 
profeſs to build -all the reft, 
muſt needs be of all changes 
the moſt 2ifible, and moſt apt 
to juſtthe the carriage of thoſe 


Revolters. Wherefore, *tis 
demonſtrably evident on all 


ſides, that, as this preſent Boe 
dy of men, call d the Roman- 
Catholick Church, does now 


bold to Tradition , 1{o their 


Predeceliors nninterruptedly 
'Þ; {rom 
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from the Apoſtles days did the 
ſame ; that 1s, did hold to it 
ever. And, fince 'tis ſhown 
before [ 5. 11. | that this Rule, 
if held to, will certainly con- 
vey down the true Faith uns 
chang'd to all after Ages, *tis 
likewiſe demonſtrable., that 
they have the true Faith, and 
are the truly Faithful , or true 
Church. 

20. And hence by the way, 
1s clearly ſeen what is meant by 
UNIVERSAL TRADITION, 
and where 'tis to be look'd for 
and found 3 which puzzles 
many men otherwiſe very ju- 
dictous and {mcere; who pro- ' 
tels a readinels, nay a,duty to 
follow Univerſal Tradition, 


but. 


® 31) 
brit they are at a lols, how 
we may certainly know which 
is 1t. For, fince tis evident 
that to compleat the notion of 


the Univerſ, ality of Mankind, 


(for example) it were abſurd 
to think we muſt take in brutes 
too, which are' of an oppoſrte 
nature to Mankind , but. 'tis 
ſufficient to include al i in whom 
the nature of mankind is found; 
fo, to make up the norion of 
miverſal Tradition, it” were 
equally abſurd to think we 
ought to take in thoſe in whone 
the nature of Tradition is not 


found, bur its Oppoſer, that is, 


Deſerters of Toedition or their 


Followers; but 'tis ſufficient to 


"Hcfade #hoſe-in whom T raditi- 
D 2 on 
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on 7s found as in its. Subjec, 
that is, Adherers to Tradition or 
Traiitionary Chriſtians. All, 
therefore,thathave at any time 


deſerted the Teaching and Prq- 


Giſe of the immediately fore- 
going Church, how namerous 
and of what, name: toeyer they 
be, have no ſhow of. Tirle to 
be parts of Univerſal Tradi. 
tu 5 and. onely, they. who 
themſelves. do,.and. whoſe Ap- 
ceſtors did ever. adhere_to at, 
how few ſoever they ſeem, axe 
the onely perſons who can.with 
any ſenſe pretend to be thoſe, 
of whom, as Parts, - Univexſgl 
Tradition conlifts. 

21. Theſe men, therefore, 


by plying. tlits\ their, RH, 


can 


CO 
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can certainly know who have 
true Faith, and which body of 
men is the true Church ; like- 
wile, that a Repreſentative of 
that Body'is a tre Conncil,and ' 
that an Eminent Member of it. 
delivering down to'-the next 
Age the DoGrine beliew'd in : 
his, whether by expreſly ' a- 
vouching + it the Churches 
a- | © Tenſe, or confuting Herericks, . 


It, is a true Father. Laſtly, they 
re can have Infallible Certainty 
th both of 'the Letter and 'S enſe 
a of Scripture, as far as-concerns 


F, Faith: For, itany fault which 
__} "ſhocks their Faith, whether of 


et © Tranſlator orTranſcriber,creep 
>, :nto- any- paflage, or, if the | 
n \ Text be indeed right, but-yet 


D3, Allie + 
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ambiguous,they can reQikie the 
Letter according toithe, Law 
of Cod written in their hearts, 
and aflign it a ſenſe agreeable 
to. the Faith which they find 
there .; s between; which and 
that of the, Holy Writers, they 
are ſure there can be no diza-. 
greement, as being both inſpir'd 
by the ſa” unc reg Light... | 
.22, Contrariwilc, thole chat 
Colin zot_this Rule, and ſo. 
ate oxt of this Church, of what 
denomination foever ,,: Firlt, 
can- have #0 true Faith * ag 
{elves : Tis poſlible indeed 
and uſual that fozz, and. not 
ſeldom, any, of the Poznts.to 
which they aſſent, are True, 
and the ſame the truly F we 
ul 
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ful aſſent to, yet their Aﬀent 
tothem 18 not Fazth; for, Faith 


OR OE POO aa..__ a 


- (ſpeaking of. Chriſtian Faith) 


is an Aſſent, which cannot poſſe- 
bly be falſe; and not only the 
F oints allented to, but the. Aſ- 
ſent it {elf muſt have that di- 
ſtance from Falſhood, (as. is 
prov d at large in Faith Vindi- 
cated ) elfe *tisnot- Faith, but 


« degenerates; into a lower AQ, 
and 1s call'd Opinion : Now 


the ſtrength of an Aſſent ratio- 


nally-mage, depends-upon the 
ſtrengrhof its Grounds, and all 


Grounds. of -that- Aflent call*d 
Faith, CI mean ſuch Grounds 


- astell-us. hat ,Chrif, taught) 


belides. Tradition,'.are proved 
(% 10\ }weak and pone: With- 


ont 
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out It; therefore, there can be 


'no true faith. Next, For want 


of that only Infallible Ground * 


they. cannot have Certarty 
"which 1s true faith, who truly 
faithful, which the true Church, 

which a true Conneil, who a. 
true Father , nor la Aly, which 
3s-either the Letter or Senſe 'of 
Setripture in Dogmatical paſla- 
gcs that concern Faith. And, - 

ſince they have no Certainty of 
theſe things , they have 20 
right nor ought in-a Diſcourſe 
about Faith be: adrivitted-' 30 
quote any of 'thew; but are. 


Themſelves; and: the - whole 


—_— coneltided-in this fingle - 
quiry;' Who hawe-a Competent 


i 
4a. 
' 


vi is, 18 dwepoſſeble 10 be aſe, | 


\ 


ſegnificant. 
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or Infallible Rule to arrive at 
Faith £ 

23. The ſolid SatifaGion, 
therefore,of thoſe who inquire 
after true faith, is onely to be 
gain'd by examining who bas, 
or who has not ſuch a Kale. 
This MET HOD isfhortand 
caſte, and yet alone goes tothe 
Bottom. All ethers, till this 
be had, are ſuperſscial, tedious, 
and,for want of Grounds, In- 


«. 


FINIS. 


aan 
Ep. Dead. p. 5.1. 5. 7, of what other - 


p.8. 1.18, r, thing, which p. 10, /. 
wr, Infallibility in its notion, © 


